BRIERCREST

THEO 601 Christian Theology Overview
Spring 2019

Professor: R. Dale Dawson
Email: ddawson@briercrest.ca
Phone: 905 904 0595

Course Dates: June 3-7, 2019

3 Credit Hours

COURSE DESCRIPTION

A basic overview of the central doctrines of the Christian faith, designed for those who have no
previous, formal training in Christian theology, or for those who need a refresher. Students develop
a basic understanding of the method and content of systematic theology as presented in the
Apostles’ Creed and the classical evangelical tradition. This course may only be used in the core of
MATS and MABLE by permission of the program coordinator.

COURSE INTEGRATION

This course offers a survey of the essential theological teachings of the Christian faith, with a
particular focus on its Protestant and Evangelical expressions. Fundamental Christian doctrines will
be explored with reference to their biblical foundations, historical development and systematic
cohesiveness. Consideration will be given to the formulations of the ecumenical Christian creeds
and councils and their relation to the doctrinal articulations of contemporary denominational
groupings. Special attention will be given to the manner in which core doctrines provide an
indispensable theological framework for life and mission in the contemporary world.

COURSE TEXTS

Bird, Michael F. Evangelical Theology: A Biblical and Systematic Introduction. Grand Rapids: Zondervan,
2013.

Students are expected to refer to Briercrest Seminary’s Format and Style Guides and Guide for Writing Research
Papers, available as PDF documents here: https.//www.mybriercrest.ca/seminary/documents/.

These texts are available in store and online at the Briercrest Bookstore: http://briercrest.ca/bookstore.

Students are responsible for course materials and communication on Canvas (https://briercrest.instructure.com; cf.
http://briercrest.ca/online/canvas) and their myBriercrest.ca email account.

COURSE OUTCOMES
Anticipated outcomes for students of this course of study include:
1. The ability to articulate the core teachings of Christian Theology, as well as its role and
significance for the individual believer, the church and society as a whole.
2. A knowledgeable appreciation of the biblical, historical and theological underpinnings of the
major doctrines of the Christian church.


https://www.mybriercrest.ca/seminary/documents/
http://briercrest.ca/bookstore
https://briercrest.instructure.com/
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3. The ability to critically assess various theological positions and proposals on the basis of
sound biblical and theological reasoning.

4, An appreciation of the importance, depth, and power of Christian Theology for ecclesial life
and mission in the world.

5. Adeepened commitment to the gospel and its message of hope for the world.

6. A substantial basis for the composition of the doctrinal portion of the student’s graduation

portfolio.

COURSE OUTLINE AND CONTENT

DATE THEME & CORE READINGS ASSIGNMENTS & PRESENTATIONS

June 3, am ORIENTATION & SYLLABUS Due: Reading Report
INTRODUCTION Due: Doctrinal Assessment
Reading: Bird, 16-26

June 3, pm PROLEGOMENA Discussion Paper #1
HOLY SCRIPTURE Discussion Paper #2
SOURCES, NORMS, AND METHODS
Reading: Bird, 27-86

June 4, am THE TRIUNE GOD Discussion Paper #3
GOD THE FATHER Discussion Paper #4
Reading: Bird, 87-139

June 4, pm CREATION, REVELATION & PROVIDENCE Discussion Paper #5
HUMANITY, SIN AND EVIL Discussion Paper #6
Reading: Bird, 140-231; 649-695

June 5, am GOD THE SON (PERSON OF CHRIST) Discussion Paper #7
Reading: Bird, 341-384 Discussion Paper #8

June 5, pm GOD THE SON (WORK OF CHRIST) Discussion Paper #9
Reading: Bird, 385-487 Discussion Paper #10

June 6, am SALVATION Discussion Paper #11
GOD THE HOLY SPIRIT Discussion Paper #12
Reading: Bird, 489-607; 609-648

June 6, pm THE CHURCH Discussion Paper #13
Reading: Bird, 697-805 Discussion Paper #14

June 7, am LAST THINGS Discussion Paper #15
EPILOGUE Discussion Paper #16
Reading: Bird, 233-339; 807-811

ASSIGNMENTS

The desired learning outcomes of this course will be achieved through attending the lectures,
reading the required materials, and successful completion of the class assignments. The greater the
investment students make in this regard, the greater the learning.

Student Evaluation will be based on the following:

1. Reading Report (10%)
2. Doctrinal Assessment (10%)

Due: 9:00am, June 3, 2019
Due: 9:00am, June 3, 2019
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3. Discussion Paper & Presentation (15%) Due as assigned in mid-course schedule
4. Doctrinal Position Paper (25%) Due: 11:59pm, June 21, 2019
5. Major Research Paper (40%) Due: 11:59pm, Aug 2, 2019

For all written assignments please see “Guide for Writing Research Papers at Briercrest Seminary”:
https://www.mybriercrest.ca/doc/?2ID=220

Pre-Course Assignments:

1. Reading Report (10%) Due: 9:00am, June 3, 2019
Each student will read ALL the assigned readings from Michael Bird, Evangelical Theology,
before the beginning of class. Students will complete the Reading Report at the end of the
syllabus and submit the report online.
(Learning Outcomes 1, 2, 4, and 5)

2. Doctrinal Assessment (10%) Due: 9:00am, June 3, 2019, submitted to Canvas
Each student will secure a copy of the “Statement of Faith” of their own church or
denomination or tradition (or of that church/denomination/tradition with which the student
aspires to serve/associate). The Statement of Faith should be a minimum of 500 words, and
should contain statements on most if not all of the doctrinal themes listed below.

Students will compose a 2000 word (approx. 8 pages) critical commentary on the Statement
of Faith. Carefully scrutinize the Statement of Faith, reflecting at each point upon its biblical
foundation and theological consistency. Note the particulars of structure, substance and
emphasis. What is included and what is not? What is the purpose and significance of these
details? As you analyse, identify where you are in full agreement with the Statement of Faith,
where you disagree, and where you may have questions. Articulate these and other
observations in an orderly fashion as you work systematically through the following major
doctrinal themes:

e The Holy Scriptures

e God and the Trinity

e Creation

e Human Beings and Sin

e The Person of Christ

e The Saving Work of Christ

e Salvation (Election, Justification, Faith and Sanctification)

e The Holy Spirit

e The Church (its nature and work)

e Baptism and the Lord’'s Supper

e Last Things

e The Final State of Human Persons

Note: The purpose of this exercise is not to solve all of the doctrinal questions you have, but
to raise the most important ones and to initiate a quest for greater understanding. Include
the original Statement of Faith with your Doctrinal Assessment.

(Learning Outcomes 1 and 6)
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Mid-Course Assignment:

3.

Discussion Paper and Presentation (15%) Due as assigned in the mid-course schedule.

Each morning or afternoon session at least one student will be responsible to summarize,
critique and lead a class discussion on an additional reading assigned for that session. Your
presentation must include: i) a ten minute oral presentation introducing the major ideas and
arguments propounded in the reading; ii) a two page (single spaced, printed and distributed
to each class member) critical summary of the key themes arising from the material; and iii)
a facilitated discussion by means of questions and observations designed to guide the class
progressively through the material (with the assistance of the instructor and the
participation of class mates). Think of your discussion presentation along the lines of a
“script” for a provocative or interesting interchange on the most important issues arising
from the readings. Excellent discussion papers will be clear, informative, concise, creative,
accurate (representing the material well), and worthy of debate! (Learning Outcomes 1-3)

VERY IMPORTANT: Topics/Readings for Discussion papers will be posted on the Canvas
course page no later than May 5, 2019. Beginning on May 6, 2019 and no later than May 27,
2019, please email the instructor at ddawson®@briercrest.ca indicating your top two choices
for which reading you wish to present to the class. The instructor will attempt to give each
student’s first choice, but no guarantee can be made that you will receive your first choice, or
your preferred texts. Sign-ups will be on a “first come, first served” basis. The instructor
reserves the right to reassign your choices.

Prepare enough copies for each person in the class. This must be handed in as a hard copy
(i.e., no emailed copies accepted for this assignment).

Evaluation: Because these are meant to be papers designed to get the class talking about
theological issues raised in the course texts, the marking will emphasize the effectiveness of
the presentation and not just its written quality. Thus 75% of the grade per paper will be on
the presentation and guided class discussion, while 25% of the grade will be on the written
paper itself. Consequently, it is just as important to think about how you are going to foster
discussion as it is what you are going to present.

(Learning Outcomes 3, 4 and 5)

Post-Course Assignments:

4.

Doctrinal Position Paper (25%) Due: 11:59pm, June 21, 2019, submitted to Canvas
On the basis of the Doctrinal Assessments and the learning achieved throughout the course,
each student will prepare his or her own personal Doctrinal Position statement, complete
with clear, concise and balanced affirmations and parenthetical supporting biblical
references. Papers will be organized according to the same major doctrinal themes:

e The Holy Scriptures

e God and the Trinity

e Creation

e Human Beings and Sin

e The Person of Christ

e The Saving Work of Christ
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e Salvation (Election, Justification, Faith and Sanctification)
e The Holy Spirit

e The Church (nature and work)

e Baptism and the Lord's Supper

e Last Things

e The Final State of Human Persons

The purpose of this assignment is for each student to present his or her own theological
commitments as developed and refined throughout the course. This is not a research
project per se, though consultation of two or three key systematic sources is strongly
recommended. The Doctrinal Position Paper will not be a repeat of the Doctrinal
Assessment, but rather a personal statement of beliefs using the precision of developed
theological language to express, as fully and accurately as possible, the student's own
convictions and conclusions.

Excellent Doctrinal Position Papers will be clear, concise, cogent and theologically consistent.
They will include accurate explanations of key theological terms (such as “Trinity,” “persons,”
“inspiration,” “atonement,” “justification,” etc.) and their significance. They will be judicious in
content and coverage. Students are welcome to use and/or adapt an existing statement of
faith provided that they properly cite the original statement of faith, and give ample
evidence of a thorough reworking and personal assimilation of the assertions made. The
Doctrinal Position Paper must be the student’'s own work, and not a simple reproduction of
another’s work, all the while using precise theological language and formulae.

Doctrinal Position Papers should be roughly 2500 words (approx. 10 pages).

Note: It would be wise for each student to keep this assignment in mind--taking notes,
collecting insights and reflecting on these themes--as the mid-course lectures and
discussions proceed through this material.

(Learning Outcomes 1, 4, 5 and 6)

5. Major Research Paper (40%) Due: 11:59pm, Aug 2, 2019, submitted to Canvas
Discuss one of the important doctrinal themes addressed in this course, offering a detailed
and thoughtful account of its biblical, historical and theological aspects. Your paper must
interact with some of the most influential authors on the topic. Your paper may take the
form of an historical analysis, a theological exposition of a particular theme, a comparison of
two distinct theological traditions on a theme, an exposition of a particularly problematic
aspect of a theme, or exploring a constructive theological proposal on a theme.

All essays topics should be agreed upon in advance with the Instructor. Unless otherwise
arranged with the Instructor, essays should conform to the Chicago style. See the Briercrest
Seminary Chicago-Style Format Guide at: https://www.mybriercrest.ca/doc/?|D=208

All essays and other written assignments shall be written at the Seminary level with respect
to grammar, style and structure. All essays must be typed and printed on one side of the
page only. All essays should include a title page, body of the essay including footnotes, and a
bibliography. For the most part, Times New Roman or Arial 12 point font is to be used. A
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single typed page should contain approximately 250 words. Use margins of one inch on all
sides. The essay should be double-spaced (but not the notes or the bibliography which are
usually single-spaced), with no extra blank lines between paragraphs. The first word of each
paragraph should be indented one-half an inch.

You should make use of 10-12 sources, including:

e atleast one article from a Biblical/Theological Dictionary or Encyclopedia,

e atleast one peer reviewed article,

e atleast six respectable works on the theme from the library shelves.
Be discriminating if you choose to use online sources. Use of unqualified or inferior sources
will reflect negatively on your work.

Major Research Papers should be 3000 words (approx. 12 pages).
(Learning Outcomes 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5)

SEMINARY CALENDAR
Students are expected to be aware of the policies that govern course work at Briercrest Seminary, all

of which are published in the current Seminary Calendar:
https://www.briercrestseminary.ca/academics/calendar/.

Attendance Policy

Students are expected to attend 100% of each modular for which they register. If this is impossible,
arrangements must be made with the course professor. A maximum of 1 full day of class can be
foregone. Students should request to withdraw from the course or move the course to an audit if
additional time is missed.

Course Schedules

Classes begin at 9:00 a.m. on Monday morning and run a minimum of 30 hours through the course
of the week. The schedule is determined by the course professor. Students should check the
syllabus for specifics. When the syllabus does not state class times, students are responsible to
check with the professor prior to making travel plans.

Assignment Submission

All assignments must be submitted no later than eight weeks after the last day of class as stated in
the syllabus. The correct due dates will be clearly noted in the syllabus and each faculty member will
state in their syllabus how assignments should be submitted. Assignments submitted within a week
after the due date will be accepted with a 10 per cent penalty. For additional information refer to the
late assignment policy or the extension policy in the academic calendar.

Return of Graded Assignments

Professors are expected to return graded assignments within six weeks of the due date. If they fail
to do so, students may submit an inquiry to the Seminary. If an extension is granted, the professor is
no longer obligated to meet this deadline.
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Academic Honesty
Students are accountable to perform each task according to principles of academic honesty. Please
refer to pages 24-25 in the academic calendar for more information.

Academic Accommodations

Any student with a disability, injury, or illness who may need academic accommodations should
discuss them with the course instructor after contacting the Student Success Centre in person
(located in the Library), by telephone (1-306-756-3230) or by email
(studentsuccesscentre@briercrest.ca).
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William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 2007.

Pannenberg, Wolfhart. Jesus—God and Man. Second ed. Translated by Lewis L. Wilkins and Duane
A. Priebe. Philadelphia: The Westminster Press. 1968, 1977.

Torrance, T. F. Atonement: The Person and Work of Christ. Ed., Robert T. Walker. Downers Grove: IVP
Academic, 2009.

. Incarnation: The Person and Life of Christ. Ed., Robert T. Walker. Downers Grove: IVP
Academic, 2008.
. The Mediation of Christ. Helmers & Howard Publishers; Revised edition, 1992.

Pneumatology (Holy Spirit):

Badcock, Gary D. Light of Truth & Fire of Love: A Theology of the Holy Spirit. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans,
1997.

Bloesch, Donald G. The Holy Spirit: Works & Gifts. Downers Grove: VP Academic, 2006.

Cole, Graham. He Who Gives Life: The Doctrine of the Holy Spirit. Wheaton: Crossway, 2007.

Congar, Yves. | Believe in the Holy Spirit: The Complete Three Volume Work in One Volume. New York:
Crossroad, 1997.

Edwards, Jonathan. The Work of the Holy Spirit in the Human Heart, ed. by T. O. Summers. Salem, Ohio:
Schmul Publishing, 1998.

Fee, Gordon D. God'’s Empowering Presence: The Holy Spirit in the Letters of Paul. Grand Rapids: Baker
Academic, 2009.

Ferguson, Sinclair B. The Holy Spirit. Downers Grove: InterVarsity, 1997.

Holmes, Christopher R. J. The Holy Spirit. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2015.

Hunsinger, George. “The Mediator of Communion: Karl Barth's Doctrine of the Holy Spirit,” in The
Cambridge Companion to Karl Barth, ed. John Webster, 177-94. Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 2000.

Karkkainen, Veli-Matti. Pneumatology: The Holy Spirit in Ecumenical, International, and Contextual
Perspective. Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2002.

Keener, Craig S. Gift and Giver: The Holy Spirit for Today. Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2001.

Levering, Matthew. Engaging the Doctrine of the Holy Spirit: Love and Gift in the Trinity and Church.
Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2016.
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Mcintyre, John. The Shape of Pneumatology: Studies in the Doctrine of the Holy Spirit. Edinburgh: T. & T.
Clark, 2004.

Molnar, Paul D. Faith, Freedom and the Spirit: The Economic Trinity in Barth, Torrance, and
Contemporary Theology. Downers Grove: Intervarsity Press, 2015.

Moltmann, Jurgen. The Source of Life: The Holy Spirit and the Theology of Life. Minneapolis: Fortress,
1997.

Pinnock, Clark. Flame of Love: A Theology of the Holy Spirit. Downers Grove: IVP Academic, 1999.

Ecclesiology (Church):

Allison, Gregg R. Sojourners and Strangers: The Doctrine of the Church. Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2012.

Basden, Paul, and David S. Dockery, eds. The People of God: Essays on the Believers’ Church. Nashville,
TN: Broadman, 1991.

Bloesch, Donald G. The Church: Sacraments, Worship, Ministry, Mission. Downers Grove: IVP Academic,
2005.

Clowney, Edmund P. The Church. Downers Grove: InterVarsity, 1995.

Karkkainen, Veli-Matti. An Introduction to Ecclesiology: Ecumenical, Historical & Global Perspectives.
Downers Grove: IVP Academic, 2002.

Sherman, Robert. Covenant, Community, and the Spirit: A Trinitarian Theology of Church. Grand Rapids:
Baker Academic, 2015.

Torrance, T. F. Royal Priesthood: A Theology of Ordained Ministry. Edinburgh: Bloomsbury T&T Clark,
2000.

Vander Zee, Leonard. Christ, Baptism and the Lord’s Supper: Recovering the Sacraments for Evangelical
Worship. Downer's Grove: InterVarsity, 2004.

Webber, Robert E. Ancient-Future Faith: Rethinking Evangelicalism for a Postmodern World. Grand
Rapids: Baker Academic, 1999.

Yeago, David S. Knowing the Triune God: The Work of the Spirit in the Practices of the Church. Edited by
James J. Buckley. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2001.

Zizioulas, John D. Being as Communion: Studies in Personhood and the Church. Crestwood, N.Y: St
Vladimir's Seminary, 1997.

Soteriology (Salvation):

Bates, Matthew W. Salvation By Allegiance Alone: Rethinking Faith, Works, and the Gospel of Jesus the
King. Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2017.

Beilby, James K., and Paul Rhodes Eddy, eds. Justification: Five Views. Downers Grove: IVP Academic,
2011.

Berkouwer, G. C. Studies in Dogmatics: Faith and Justification. Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans
Publishing Company, 1954.

—————————— . Studies in Dogmatics: Faith and Sanctification. Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing
Company, 1952.

Crisp, Oliver D. and Fred Sanders, eds. Locating Atonement: Explorations in Constructive Dogmatics.
Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2015.

Demarest, Bruce. The Cross and Salvation: The Doctrine of Salvation. Wheaton, lllinois: Crossway
Books, 1997.

Husbands, Mark and Daniel J. Treier, eds. Justification: What's at Stake in the Current Debates.
Downers’ Grove: InterVarsity Press, 2004.
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Johnson, Adam J. Five Views on the Extent of the Atonement. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2018.

Kapic, Kelly M., ed. Sanctification: Explorations in Theology and Practice. Downers Grove: IVP Academic,
2014.

McGrath, Alister. lustitia Dei: A History of the Christian Doctrine of Justification. Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 2005.

Piper, John. The Future of Justification: A Response to N. T. Wright. Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2007.

Piper, John. The Justification of God: An Exegetical and Theological Study of Romans 9:1-23. Grand
Rapids: Baker Academic, 1993.

Schreiner, Thomas R. Faith Alone - The Doctrine of Justification: What the Reformers Taught...and Why It
Still Matters. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2015.

Sonderegger, Katherine. “Election” in Webster, John B, Kathryn Tanner, and lain Torrance, eds. The
Oxford Handbook of Systematic Theology. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2009.

Webster, John B. God Without Measure: Working Papers in Christian Theology. Volume lI: Virtue and
Intellect. New York: Bloomsbury T & T Clark, 2016.

Wesley, John. A Plain Account of Christian Perfection: A Transcription in Modern English, with Scripture
References and Annotations. Edited by Kenneth C. Kinghorn. Lexington: Emeth Press, 2012.

Westerholm, Stephen. Justification Reconsidered: Rethinking A Pauline Theme. Grand Rapids:
Eerdmans, 2013.

Wright, N.T. Justification: God's Plan & Paul’s Vision. Downers Grove: VP Academic, 2009.

Eschatology (Final Things):

Bauckham, Richard and Trevor Hart. Hope Against Hope: Christian Eschatology at the Turn of the
Millennium. Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1999.

Berkouwer, G.C. Studies in Dogmatics: The Return of Christ. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1972.

Crockett, William, ed. Four Views on Hell. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1997.

Erickson, Millard J. A Basic Guide to Eschatology: Making Sense of the Millennium. Grand Rapids: Baker,
1998.

Fergusson, David, and Marcel Sarot, eds. The Future as God's Gift: Explorations in Christian Eschatology.
Edinburgh: Bloomsbury T&T Clark, 2005.

Hart, Trevor. “Eschatology” in The Oxford Handbook of Evangelical Theology. Ed. Gerald R. McDermott.
New York: Oxford University Press, 2010.

Hill, Craig C. In God's Time: The Bible and the Future. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2002.

Horton, Michael S. Covenant and Eschatology: The Divine Drama. Louisville: Westminster John Knox
Press, 2002.

Knight, Douglas H. The Eschatological Economy: Time and the Hospitality of God. Grand Rapids: Wm.
B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 2006.

Middleton, J Richard. A New Heaven and New Earth: Reclaiming Biblical Eschatology. Grand Rapids:
Baker Academic, 2014.

Moltmann, Jurgen. The Coming of God. Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 1996. English translation by
Margaret Kohl from Das Kommen Gottes: Christliche Eschatologie. Guttersloh: Christian
Kaiser Verlag, 1995.

. The Theology of Hope: On the Ground and the Implication of a Christian Eschatology. Trans.

by J. W. Leitch. New York: Harper & Row, 1967.

O'Callaghan, Paul. Christ Our Hope: An Introduction to Eschatology. Washington: The Catholic
University of America Press, 2011.
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Ratzinger, Joseph. Eschatology: Death and Eternal Life. Trans. by Michael Waldstein, ed. Aidan
Nichols. Washington, D.C.: Catholic University of America Press, 1988.

Schwarz, Hans. Eschatology. Grand Rapids: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 2000.

Walls, Jerry L., ed. The Oxford Handbook of Eschatology. Oxford: Oxford University Press, Inc., 2008.
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THEO 601 Christian Theology Overview

READING REPORT

This course requires that you read the textbook, Michael F. Bird, Evangelical Theology: A Biblical and
Systematic Introduction, in its entirety. That is a total of 811 pages. This form is an official statement of
the amount of the required reading you have accomplished prior to 9:00 am, June 3, 2019. Your
signature indicates that you are providing a true and accurate account of your reading.

Please complete and email this form to ddawson@briercrest.ca no later than: 9:00 am, June 3, 2019.

| have thoughtfully and reflectively read pages from the total required number of
pages (811) from Michael F. Bird’s, Evangelical Theology: A Biblical and Systematic Introduction.

This constitutes % of the reading required.

Please print your name:

Signature:

Date:
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